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Young farmers and the CAP

Young farmers are now at the heart of Europe’s common agricultural policy.
This is one of the greatest achievements of the reform which was adopted
in 2013. The European Union has put in place a strong tool — a modern and
forward-looking agricultural policy — which will apply all across Europe. One
of its clear objectives is to boost growth, thereby maintaining — or even
creating — jobs in rural areas.

We now have a scheme which helps young people invest in agriculture. The
scheme is written in black and white in EU regulations. But the real challenge
now starts: we must take the scheme from the realm of theory into the real
world. It must now be implemented!

That is why this leaflet is important. It is a summary which gives an overview
of all the tools available for young farmers. We need to activate these tools
with one goal in mind: to enable a new generation of farmers to emerge and
to start up their farming businesses on a sound footing.

Phil Hogan
European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development









How old are
our farmers?

The agricultural sector in the EU-28 is
characterised by an ageing farming population.
For instance, in 2010 only 7.5 % of the farmers
in these countries were younger than 35 years
old, while 53 % were older than 55 years and
30 % were above 65. The pie chart below shows
the situation for the EU as a whole while the
following table shows the situation in each
Member State.

Age of farmers in EU Member States (2010)

< 35 years
7.5 %
> 65 years

PASAL) 35-44 years

16.6 %
44-54 years

55-64 years 22.8 %

23.5 %

Source: Eurostat Farm Structure Survey, 2010.




The distribution of farmers by age category in individual Member States
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Belgium 2 060 8 000 13780 10470 8 550 42 870 48 199
Bulgaria 25 540 44 480 68 500 93 810 138 160 370 480 6.9 373
Czech Republic PASYAC) 4730 6 140 6410 2 920 22 870 11.7 128
Denmark 2 000 7 680 14 140 10 400 7 880 42 110 47 18.7
Germany 21 280 73 420 109 270 79 270 15 900 299 140 7.1 53
Estonia 1 350 3450 4 660 4 590 5 560 19610 6.9 284
Ireland 9 450 25150 34 920 35 000 35 370 139 890 6.8 253
Greece 50 180 112 710 163 060 156 230 240 890 723 060 6.9 333
Spain 52 790 152 440 237 040 253 180 294 350 989 790 53 29.7
France 45 090 109 440 166 990 132 720 61 870 516 100 87 12.0
Croatia 9 600 28 020 58 420 63 570 73 670 233 280 41 316
Italy 82110 203 480 338 050 393 860 603 390| 1620900 51 37.2
Cyprus 1 020 3 660 9 740 11 630 12 810 38 860 2.6 330
Latvia 4540 14 260 22 470 17 320 24 810 83 380 54 29.8
Lithuania 11710 32 150 48 930 37 680 69 440 199910 59 34.7
Luxembourg 160 430 710 600 300 2210 7.2 136
Hungary 40 760 84 030 122 010 160 820 169 190 576 810 7.1 293
Malta (S]0]0] 1510 3230 3940 3 260 12 530 48 26
Netherlands 2610 14 850 22 760 18 890 13 220 72 340 3.6 183
Austria 16 110 41 060 53 640 26 980 12 380 150 180 10.7 82
Poland 221 580 369 560 486 300 302 790 126 400 1506 610 147 84
Portugal 7 850 25 080 54 440 75 960 141 940 305 280 2.6 46.5
Romania 280 440 609 610 636 370 868 910| 1463 720| 3859030 73 379
Slovenia 3240 10 440 18 710 19 560 22 700 74 650 43 304
Slovakia 1730 3 640 6 610 6 920 5 560 24 460 7.1 22.7
Finland 5500 12 750 20210 19 310 6110 63 880 8.6 9.6
Sweden 3380 10 530 18 610 20 390 18 190 71 100 48 25.6
United Kingdom 7 640 24 970 49 470 51 630 53 080 186 790 41 284
Total 912 990 2 031 530 2789 180| 2882840| 3631 620| 12 248 160 7.5 29.7

Source: Data are for the 28 Member States now making up the EU (the EU-28), from the Eurostat Farm Structure Survey, 2010.













Young farmers — a priority
in the new CAP

However, young farmers often face a series of obstacles in establishing and developing their farms.
These include, for instance, complex legal frameworks. A further complication is the financial cost of
installation due to an initial lack of resources. In this regard, the first 5 years are very important for
the long-term viability of an agricultural enterprise.

Young farmers have long faced challenges of this nature and the CAP has always provided measures
to assist them. But the latest reform includes measures which are both specific to young farmers and
compulsory for Member States, thus considerably strengthening the support now available to young
farmers. In particular:

a strong support framework for young farmers is now a major element of the new CAP;

for the first time in the 50-year history of the CAP, the first pillar has a specific instrument to
support young farmers (see Box 1);

a wide range of support measures is now available for young farmers under the new rural de-
velopment programmes, with the emphasis on measures to support those who are setting up in
business for the first time (see Box 2).

It is up to the Member States to make the best use of this favourable new framework for the benefit
of the next generation of European farmers.

In December 2014, the Council of the European Union endorsed the Italian presidency's conclusions
on young farmers. 22 ministers in charge of agriculture stressed the importance of strengthening EU
policies helping young farmers.
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Box 2: Support provided by rural
development programmes







HOW TO OBTAIN EU PUBLICATIONS

Free publications:

one copy
via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);

more than one copy or posters/maps:

from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_enhtm);

from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_enhtm);
by contacting the Europe Direct service (http:;//europa.eu/europedirect/index_enhtm) or
calling 00 8006 789 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*).

(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you).

Priced publications:

via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).

Priced subscriptions:

via one of the sales agents of the Publications Office of the European Union
(http://publications.europa.eu/others/agents/index_enhtm).
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