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Croatian Radio’s Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture Is Marking the 70th Anniversary of Uninterrupted Broadcasting

Broadcast non-stop since 1948, this is the oldest radio program in Europe which, in addition to agriculture, also covers folk customs, culture and traditional music, but also has a wide listening audience in urban areas.
The program’s anniversary edition will be aired on Sunday, June 10th, from the village of Siće near Slavonski Brod.

Zagreb, June 4th 2018 – Back in 1948 radio was still a miracle of technology, a talking and music-playing box, and rural living also secured its place on the radio. The Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture aired on Croatian Radio’s Channel One (HRT – HR 1) owes its longevity and high listening ratings to the journalists, correspondents and, of course, editors who have been bringing current news, interviews and reports since the very first broadcasts, providing information and advice for their listeners. Heads of ministries, agronomists, consulting services, university professors, experienced farmers, cattle-breeders, fruit-growers and all those involved in agriculture are frequently guests on Sunday mornings. 
The program has a rich history. In its beginnings presenters read the reporters’ notes from the field, but the appearance of tape recorders, the size of a suitcase and weighting 20 kilos, enabled journalists and editors to provide authentic recordings from agricultural estates. Traveling by both train and in wagons, they brought to the public the voice of the peasants. Almost 30 years ago the Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture started to be broadcast live from the farmers’ actual living and working environment. Today the program’s editors are Martin Vuković from Zagreb, Mirta Milas from Osijek and Džana Banić from Pula. 

“Always current. In terms of concept, following Croatia’s membership in the European Union, we must see to it that we inform our producers about new rules and provisions of the common agricultural policy, so they can implement them and use the benefits available to them,” said Martin Vuković, whose first journalistic experience goes back to his high-school days, when he listened to Ivica Fodor and Momir Jovičić on Croatian Radio. 
Mirta Milas has been editing and hosting the program since 2009. “The crucial point is to understand the problems of rural areas, to be there, talk to peasants and to use these broadcasts to try to help the people who live with the land and off the land to diligently do their work and try to make a living from agriculture. An increasing number of young people with university degrees also want to take up farming nowadays.
When they acknowledge that they listen to your program and get new ideas from it, as well as answers to numerous questions, then you know you’re on the right track. It’s also an incentive for the future, for every new interview or report covering the actual situation in the field. Another incentive is definitely the Charter for Special Contribution to Development of Pomiculture awarded to me in March of this year in Vodice by the Croatian Pomicultural Association at the 12th Conference of Croatian Fruit-Growers,” said Mirta Milas.
Džana Banić joined the Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture in 2015. “Like top athletes, our farmers don’t stop going even after frost, floods, hail, droughts… They get up and go on with their work fraught with problems. Some of the biggest Croatian agricultural success stories come from Istria, where I work and from where the Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture is broadcast every fifth Sunday from the HRT’s center in Pula. Extra virgin oils and wines produced by Istrian farmers are world-renowned. There are also a growing number of protected authentic local products and meat, milk, truffle and fruit processing plants. I am absolutely delighted that my job includes covering and registering their successes,” said Džana Banić. 
One of the first program editors was Ivo Horvat. On its 50th anniversary, he recalled one of his first trips to the field was to Međimurje. He wrote about it because presenters back then read reports from the field. “I traveled a lot around Slavonia and the Bjelovar region, and then later, in 1954, we started to thematically expand the program because the agrarian policy was thoroughly reformed. In the fall of 1953 five of us editors and journalists traveled to the USA, visited many American farms and agricultural newsrooms and learned a lot there. We were the first to introduce the Market Review, which was a review of agricultural prices. Back then there was no contact by phone, only by letters. In 1964, after the agricultural reform, when we opened up toward individual farmers, we were receiving huge amounts of letters and we published almost all of them. This was the voice of rural areas. We received ten thousand letters in three years!” recalled Ivo Horvat. Ten years later he urged other editors to provide even more media coverage for the crumbling and disintegrating rural areas and the fate of small and mid-size peasantry.
On April 24th 1987 the program left the studio and was entirely broadcast from the field for the first time. It was also the first time the music editor selected music outside of the control room. The editor of the first field program was Ivica Fodor, and the Krapina Agricultural Cooperative was its host. The topics covered included cooperatives, purchase of milk, beekeeping and fruit-growing. Since then, the Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture has been visiting all parts of Croatia with its mobile studio.
“Agriculture is the noblest in the world, and hunger is the greatest disease. Peasants are the ones producing food and this is why they should be respected,” said Ivica Fodor, who edited the program for more than 30 years. He explained meetings in fields, cellars and farmyards have always been a crucial part of the program, and expert opinion was also always provided. Its airtime was perfect, on Sundays when people are not working yet.”
“Some producers even put speakers in their barns so they could listen to the program, they say music increases milk production,” former long-term editor recalled. He also pointed out some important program sections and editors who greatly contributed to the show’s popularity. “For instance, Ivo Strahonja regularly published content from country living. Up until 1991 the program also had a comedy section and listeners loved it. These cheerful fifteen minutes by Ivo Gavrilović and Ljubo Pavić made the listeners laugh, and they would also send them their own jokes.”
During the Homeland War journalists and editors became war reporters. Despite all the trouble, they managed to cover current affairs for the farmers in the countryside. There was no hunger in Croatia and food was provided for thousands of refugees. A particularly memorable show was the one aired on December 15th 1996, at the time when the process of peaceful reintegration of Croatian Podunavlje had not yet been completed, when Martin Vuković made an on-air announcement, saying: “Honored listeners, good morning. After six years, we are back in Baranja, covered with snow and bathing in sunlight.”
The first program editors were Šime Mihovilović (1949 - 1954) and Ivo Horvat (1950 - 1969). After this, Rudi Zadravec was the editor for 20 years. He supplemented the program with expert advice and replies to the listeners’ letters.
They were followed by Momir Jovičić, Ivica Fodor, Gorana Holub-Veršić, Ivo Lončar, Marko Bijažić, Slavko Milas, Martin Vuković, Mirta Milas and Džana Banić.

Some of the permanent contributors to the program included Risto Krunić, Branko Karajković, Milo Nardeli and many others. Ivo Strahonja reported from his travels, informing the listeners about country living. 
Reports about Slavonian folk customs by Branko Mihaljević and Stjepan Horvat are unforgettable. Also those by Bogdan Sepčić and his colleagues Krešimir Filipčić, Vasilj Sikorski, Mladen Magdalenić and Željko Kovačić, who was the music editor for the greatest number of programs broadcast from the field.

In addition to Expert Advice, the agrometeorological forecast was also an indispensible part of the program for a long time. Today farmers get this advice every day on their mobile phones. This is why we must keep up to date with technical and technological development, said Martin Vuković, who is the president of the Croatian Agricultural Journalist Association and member of IFAJ’s Executive Committee. We are now part of not just European, but also global world market and we must provide our producers with information from throughout the world. I travel and bring reports about the agriculture of the European countries, but also of distant countries like New Zealand and the South African Republic, so our listeners can hear how peasants there live and how they struggle to yield as much as possible with minimum costs. Despite all the problems we have, there are also many producers in our country who are abreast with world agricultural practices and who are part of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (Industry 4.0).
The Program for Rural Areas and Agriculture airs from 8:05 to 10:00 AM every Sunday on Croatian Radio Channel One (HRT – HR 1). It is also available via mobile devices, tablets and PCs through the HRTi multimedia service.
More detailed information on Croatian Radio program content is available on Croatian Radiotelevision website hrt.hr and its radio.hrt.hr subpages.
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