Hrvatske šume d.o.o. – state owned forestry enterprise
Forests and woodland in the Republic of Croatia cover 2.580.826 ha. Forests alone grow on 2.377.690 ha, which is 42% of the territorial area of the country. Some 2,025 million ha or 80% of forests are state-owned, while private forests cover 20% of the total forest area. Around 95 % of all forests are natural forests, which is a fact that Croatian foresters are especially proud of. 

The state-owned forests are being managed by Hrvatske šume Ltd, a three-layered commercial company fully owned by the state. Its Headquarters is in Zagreb and it has 16 regional Forest Administrations and 169 Forest Offices, plus 22 working units all over the state. In order to perform diverse activities, five daughter companies have been founded by HŠ d.o.o. as well.

 The company is being led by the Management Board and supervised the Supervisory Board. The Company employs ca 7.600 employees, 1.200 of whom have a university degree. Around 1.000 are forestry engineers.
The basic principles of the Croatian forestry are the sustainable management, aiming to preserve the natural structure and biodiversity of forests, and the continuous rise of the stability and quality of the commercial and welfare functions of the forest. 

The Forest Act prescribes an integral forest-management area in the Republic of Croatia, which is further divided into management units.  

Forests and forest land in Croatia is managed in line with the Forest management plan, adopted for the period of 10 years. The actual FMP has been adopted in 2016 and is valid until 2025.

The Forest management plan defines the ecological, commercial and social basis for the biological improvement of forests and the growth of forest production. The goal of the forest management in Croatia is a sustainable and harmonious usage of all the forest functions and the continuous improvement of their condition.
The growing stock amounts to 315.848.684 m3. The most represented species therein are beech (38%), pedunculated oak (14%), fir (9%), sessile oak and hornbeam (8%), ash (4%), spruce (2%) etc. Annual increment amounts to 7.5 mil m3, and the average annual yield amounts to 6 mil m3.
Hrvatske šume Ltd. are applying the principles of sustainable management for hundreds of years already. Significantly less wood is taken from the forest than it is growing every year, and as trees of lesser quality are constantly cut, it is clear that our forests are the more beautiful the longer they are managed.  
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