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Investing in agriculture is the main precondition 
for market competitiveness
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Agro Puškarić agricultural company from Kaniška Iva near Garešnica is an illustrative example of a Croatian farmer who maintains organized production and continuously invests in new capacities. At a time when most farms are struggling with bureaucracy, Mario Puškarić (38) and his biggest support, his son Filip, a student of the Faculty of Agronomy in Zagreb, who has been very interested in agriculture from his childhood years, are proof that profitable production in Croatia is indeed possible.
 The total amount of about 4 million euros invested in their farm in the last few years has been fully justified by production. The Puškarić agricultural company cultivates about 350 hectares of land producing industrial potato, autumn garlic, onion, chicory, wheat, corn and soya. The largest share of production pertains to industrial potato which is cultivated on a total of 140 hectares, whereas onion and garlic are produced on 50 hectares each, and chicory covers 25 hectares.
To achieve high yields even in dry periods, an accumulation lake provides water for irrigating agricultural land, using an irrigation system controlled by text messages, providing for a precisely planned time and location being irrigated for cost-efficient consumption of water and lower costs. A newly constructed onion and garlic warehouse is expandable and allows for increased capacities. Its can currently store 1,400 tons of onion and 350 tons of garlic. It includes a packaging line which enables packaging of items from 200 g to 20 kg, as well as one 12-channel and one 14-channel scale.

Agricultural equipment is another important factor for achieving maximum yield. The equipment is stored in a closed shed which includes a repair shop which is necessary because the machines work all year round. The farm includes seven tractors (115 HP to 300 HP), each of which works for 800 to 1,200 hours per year. 
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