A strong voice for the welfare of the Croatian village 
and small family farms

Marijana Petir is a Croatian Member of the European Parliament since 2014. She politically belongs to the European People's Party Group in the European Parliament (EPP). She is a member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development and the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality as well as the member of the Delegation to the Republic of Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee. She is also a substitute member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety as well as the Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean. 
Petir is the Ambassador of the EPP Group for the Best Young Farmers competition in Croatia, which was organised for the third year in a row. She organises visits to the European Parliament for the elected best Croatian young farmers to participate in the EPP European Young Farmers’ Congress. Unfair trading practices in the food supply chain, the inability to enter into possession of agricultural land and high-interest rates on loans put young Croatian farmers in an undesirable position compared to their colleagues in the other EU Member States. Petir presented all these issues to the Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Phil Hogan, who visited Croatia on her invitation, as well as the delegation of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Parliament, who visited Croatia from 19th  to 21st September 2017.
One of the successful initiatives in the agricultural sector that Petir has helped realise is a European subsidy for healthy meals of milk, fruit and vegetables for Croatian schoolchildren to be delivered from local producers. After the Russian embargo hit the agricultural sector, Petir has supported subsidies for apple and mandarins producers and has fully backed the financial support to the dairy sector. She also advocates for greater visibility of women in rural areas and has presented their issues to the European Parliament in the Report on women and their role in rural areas, as the EPP Rapporteur.
Small-scale fishing in Croatia on Petir’s initiative is protected as a traditional cultural good, which opens the possibility to obtain an exemption for Croatia at EU level. Petir has pointed to the problem of abandoned landmines in forest areas in both Croatia and Bosnia and Hercegovina to her colleagues in the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development during their visit to Croatia. Furthermore, she has asked and obtained the support from the European Commission for demining of these forest areas. 
Her efforts and activities over the course of 10 years have resulted in the fact that all counties in Croatia have declared to be GMO-free and forbade the planting of GMO seeds even for experimental purposes. After joining the European Parliament, Petir raised this issue at the EU level and proposed the formation of the Alps-Adriatic region that would be free of GMOs, which was supported by colleagues from Hungary, Austria, Slovenia and Italy.
From the beginning of her mandate as a member of the European Parliament in Brussels, she has hosted more than 500 visitors from Croatia who have had the chance to get acquainted with her work and with the work of the European Institutions. She has presented to the entire European community the very best Croatian homemade agricultural products from all Croatian regions, natural beauty and rich cultural heritage and the tradition of the Croatian people. 
In the European Parliament, Marijana Petir seeks to be a clear and strong voice in the efforts to develop the Croatian village and the welfare of small family farms, environmental protection and the promotion of traditional human values.
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One of the successful initiatives in the agricultural sector that Petir has helped realise is a 

European subsidy for healthy 

meals of milk, fruit and vegetables for Croatian schoolchildren to 

be delivered from local producers. 

After the Russian embargo hit the agricultural sector, Petir 

has supported subsidies for apple and 

mandarins

 

producers and has fully backed th

e financial 

support to the dairy sector. She also advocates for greater visibility of women in rural areas and 

has presented their issues to the European Parliament in the Report on women and their role in 

rural areas, as the EPP Rapporteur.
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Commission for demining of these forest
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