AGRICULTURE IN BJELOVAR-BILOGORA COUNTY

Agriculture in Bjelovar-Bilogora County is the main foundation and the cornerstone of economic and social life, and as such it is in the first place by the number of population engaged in agriculture in relation to neighboring counties. Bjelovar-bilogora  county with its geographical position (number of sunny days, precipitation amounts, relief features) provides favorable conditions for the development of wide range of agricultural crops. 
According to 2011 Census results, in the Bjelovar-Bilogora County area, covering 2,638 km2, there were 5 towns and 18 municipalities with 323 settlements, totaling 119,743 inhabitants, of which 21% were farmers, or 3.8 times more than of the national average (5.5%). A total of 12,843 agricultural holdings are registered in the register of agricultural holdings, for which agriculture is the primary activity. Bjelovar-bilogora county is an agricultural county with mixed, crop and livestock breeding, fruit and wine production and ecological production. We emphasize the strong sector of beekeeping. Bjelovar – bilogora  county has 148,769 hectares of agricultural land, and most of the waste on the honeycomb (101,484 ha).
Most of the agricultural structure consists of family farms with different demographic, production and economic features. Family farms own two thirds (67%) of total agricultural land, while the remaining one is owned by the Republic of Croatia.
It should be emphasized that the entire agriculture sector should be distinguished from the cattle breeding sector, which is a multi-annual perennial of our agricultural production, both in quantity and quality of meat and milk produced in our area.
Bjelovar- bilogora county has a hundred years of tradition of quality primary dairy production, with emphasis on cheese production. Small livestock cattle have disappeared from intensive production and the rest are medium and large. A smaller number of farms today deliver the same or greater amount of milk. Bjelovar-Bilogora County is the first in the Republic of Croatia by the number of dairy cows, the second by number of cattle and the second by the number of cattle farms.
Bjelovar-bilogora County has been the area with the highest quality breeding of breeding pigs in the Republic of Croatia. Unfortunately, after the entry into the EU, the situation deteriorated markedly, and the manufacturer's demotion and the collapse of genetic material production occurred. Also large quantities of imported pork are on the market at low prices.
In poultry, the situation is bad due to the absence of state aid for fattening and symbolic support for breeding pigs. Also large quantities of imported pork are on the market at low prices.
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