
A family that works together stays together
Unfortunately, Slavonia has been witnessing a drop in the number of family farms such as the diligent and well-organized one managed by Željka and Antun Vrakić who have been successfully involved in agriculture for years. As difficult as it is to believe, all of their four sons stayed on the farm: Fabijan (17), a student of the Secondary School "Matija Antun Reljković" from Slavonski Brod, Franjo (22), agricultural equipment mechanic, Josip (28), agricultural equipment technician and Mato (32), electrician.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]At a time when many young people are leaving their homes and farms in the rural areas to search for jobs and better and easier lives, the Vrakić brothers decided to stay in Siča and engage in agriculture, together with their supporting parents. Today, each of them has his own farm, but they work as a typical family cooperative, they work together, discuss their work and cooperate in all aspects. They are currently cultivating 400 hectares of land producing arable crops and some fodder plants. Two years ago, they bought a farm where they have been breeding cattle using the "cow-calf operation" method. When it comes to sowing, each of them does his part of the work, so they can saw 60 -70 hectares per day using state-of-the-art equipment. One of them prepares the land, one saws, one digs canals and works the arable land. The youngest brother, Fabijan, is more involved in the farm.  . 
Because of their contribution to agriculture and how they work, the Vrakić family was nominated one of the top ten family farms in Croatia. Antun Vrakić is actively involved in the work of the Croatian Chamber of Agriculture and other associations where he has spent years actively dedicated to solving the issues in agriculture - ranging from the pending status of agricultural land to the irrational distribution of grants. 
They have 4 tractors, three harvesters, state-of-the-art sprinklers and all other necessary accessories. Their beautiful farm includes a family house, a mechanical repair shop, drying shed, silos and garages. Every corner of the farm reflects its owners' great care for landscaping and maintenance of machinery. It all goes to show that with a lot of work and effort, smart and rational investment, top technology and agricultural productivity good business results can be achieved, without the need for loans or EU funds, and that a family can live off this kind of work.  


