The agricultural production in Zadar county

Zadar County area is spread across diverse natural areas: islands, coastline, Ravni kotari, across Bukovica, southern paddocks of Velebit and Lika. Ravni kotari are, as well as the coastline, the most important area for agriculture. Three different geographical and climate zones are present in relatively small area: plains in hinterland are under the influence of continental climate, coastline area is under the influence of mediteranean climate and mountain area. All of this enables production of wider range of agricultural products. 
Wine growing is considered to be the most important branch of agriculture. Overall wine production in Zadar county is over 1.300 tons and over 7.500 hectoliters of wine. A small place called Nadin in Ravni kotari stands out in particular, it's a place where, according to some statistics, there is the highest number of vines per number of inhabitants in the world. 
The second most important branch of agricultural production in Zadar county is olive growing and production of olive oil. Tradition of olive growing in these areas is more than 2.000 thousand years old.  In Zadar county more than 3000 hectares of land is under olive groves and all of this puts Zadar county into third place in comparison with other counties of Adriatic Croatia. 
It is also important to mention that Zadar county is also the the leader in mariculture and fishery in Croatia, especially a place called Kali on the island of Ugljan that has the biggest fishing fleet in  the Adriatic. Zadar county takes the lead with over 70 % of overall tuna production and over 80% of white fish production. All of this led to Zadar county getting the epithet of „the fishiest Croatian county“
In the Zadar county area around 120.000 speciments of sheep and goats are bred. Zadar county is most significant county in Croatia in production and processing of sheep milk with 40% of stake in overall production and processing. The most important being the island of Pag which is already world – known for sheep and goat cheeses.
Cultivation of cherries, almonds and peaches is the most important part of fruit production in Zadar county. Sour cherries (lat. Prunus cerasus) are being cultivated on 27% of surfaces under fruit groves, followed by cherries (lat. Prunus avium) with 15%, almonds with 13% and peaches with 10%. A special kind of cherry, sour cherry (lat. Prunus cerasus) is very important kind of fruit because it's the basic raw material in production of liqueur Maraschino, fruit syrups, juices and alcoholic drinks.
In the vegatable industry one of the most abundant cultures is potato, followed by watermelons, carrots and cabbage. Important area of vegetable and fruit growing are Ravni kotari. Ravni kotari are a fertile area in the hinterland of Zadar, whose population is  increasingly orientated on preservation of local identity, tradition and customs and on the traditional and ecological agricultural production.

Zadar County can produce food of highest quality because of preserved nature and enviroment. Six products from Zadar county area is protected by a label of origin, the products being: cheese and salt from the island of Pag, potato and lamb from Lika and Dalmatian Prosciutto. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is important to note that our county is the leader in ecological production in Dalmatia area. The farmers in Zadar county have recognized the importance of ecological production and their number grows with every passing year, and in the last couple of years their number has more than doubled.
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